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N.B. Page 57. line 2 from the Bottom, read 1 Sam. XII. 6, 7. 
Page 59. line 5 from the Bottom, read in 1607 & 1608. 
Page 60.line 2 from theBottom,read MAsACHUSET TS. 
Page 62. The fecond Paragraph fhould begin thus, 

In 1628, Mr. Expicor, afterwards Governour, with 
a {mall Company arsived at the Place they named Salem, 
and there begin eke the Settlement of the MAssacnu- 
setts. The next Year, the Rev. Mr. Frawcis Hic- 
GINSON and others arrive at the fame Ploce, and there 
begin the fir/f Church of the Colony. And on Saturday 
June 12, We. ; 
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E now proceed to fome Accounts of the Spirit, 
Power and Prevalence of Religion among the er igi- 


nal Settlers of New-ENGLAND, as given by fume 
of our moeft fameus Men who lived with them. 

And the fir/? is from the Rev. and learned Mr. Non ton : 
who arrived at Plymouth in 1635, in the goth Year of his Age ; 
after fome Time preaching there, tho’ earneftly defired to fet- 
tle, was prevailed with to remove to Ipjwwich ; and on the 
Death of the Rev. and renowned Mr. Cotton of Boflon, to 
fettle with the firft Church in this Town ; where he liv’d in the 
higheft Efteem. It is in his Traét intitled, The Heart of New - 
ENGLAND rent, &c. printed at Cambridge in 1659 - to the 
writing and publi/bing of which he was appointed by the Gene- 
ral Court of the Maffachufetts : And at Ue Eod of the Tract 
he writes as follows --- : , 

~ 2 











66 The Religior of the 


<¢ Tt concerneth Ne w-ENGLAND always to remember, that 
*< originally they are a Plantation RELIG1oUs, not a Planta- 
** tion of Trade. The Profeffion of the Purity of Doétrine, 
** Worfbip and Difcipliné is written upon her Forehead. A 
*< Spot of this vaft Ze/simon* converted into Cornfields, Or- 
“© chards, Streets inhabited, and’a Place of Merchandize, CAN- 
‘* not denominate New-ENGLANpD. All thefe notwith- 
** ftanding ; If foe fall away from her Profeffion, call her 
“© IcHABOD, the Glory is departed. In fuch Cafe, what was 
“¢ faid of Samnium, fome Time a famous City in Italy, viz. 
“¢ that They cou’d not find Samnium in Samnium ; will be ve- 
*¢ rified concerning thefe Churches, viz. that NeEw-Enc- 
*¢ LAND is mot to be found in NEW-ENGLAND.”’ 

It is fome Pleafure to think that this remarkable Paragraph 
is now tran/fcribed in his Study, where ’tis probable it was wwrit- 
ten, Eighty four Years ago: And as he judicioufly and pioufly 
obferves, that Jt comcerneth NEW-ENGLAND ALWAYS fo 
REMEMBER the Purport ‘thereof ; It is alfo a Pleafure, that 
for the fame Defign we are now in Providence on this Occa- 
fion directed to revive it ; and therewith the Ademory of this 
great Man : who was accounted one of the principal Glories 
of Bofton and New-England, for Piety, Wifdom, Parts and 
Learning, in his Day ; was fent by the General Ajjembly of the 
MassAcCHUSETTs their Agent with the Honourable Simon 
BrapstTREET, Efq; to K. CHarves the Il, upon the Re/- 
toration ; and returning, died on the 5th Day of this Adonth 
juft Fourfcore Years ago, to the great Lamentation of this 
Town and Land. 

Agreable to Mr. NorToN’s Admonition, our fecond Ex- 
tract is from aSermon of the venerableMr. foHNH1IGGINSON 
Paftor of the Church of Curist at Salem ; who came with 
his Rev. Father thither in 1629, when he was about 13 Years 
of Age ; after being fitted for the Miniftry, He preached firft 
at Saybrook ; afterwards lived at Hartford, about 1643 became 
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* JesHimon is an Hebrew Word in Numb. XXI. 20, which 
fignifies the Wilderne/s. Avenarius fays,the great, wafte and 
horrid Wildernefs. And it feems to mean the fame which 
Mofes calls That great and terrible Wilderne/s between Egypt 
and Canaan, in which the Children of J/rael travelled for 
forty Years. Deut. lL. 1,---19. 
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firft Settlers of Nuw-EncGuianp. 67 


‘a Minifter at ~ Sab in 1659 atSalem. The Title of his 
Sermon is---The Cause of Gon and his People inNe w-Enc- 
LAND ; as it was ftated and difcuffed in a Sermon Preached be- 


fore the Genera Court of the Massacuusetts- 


Corony ton May 27. 1663, being the Day of Eleétion at 
Bofton : Printed at Cambridge the fame Year, and ’tis con- 
cluded at the Order of the General Court. The Text is in 
x Kings viii. 57---59 ; and the Paffages are Thefe--- 
‘ We may hence inform ourfelves, not only what the 
Cause of Gon and his People is in other Parts ; but what tt 
© isherewithUs. fay, to intorm us what is the Cau/fe of 
¢« Gop and his People in NEw-ENGLAND.~ 

« Firft then, i the general the Caufe of Gon and his Peo- 
‘ ple amongft us is the Caufe of Reticion, I fay the Caufe 
© of RELIGION, i.e. the Profiffion andPrafice of the one true 
© Religion to be in all Things according toGod’slVord. “This was 
« the Caufe of Gop and //rael then,’ the fame is the Cau/e ot 
« Gop and hisPeople now. To keep&S feek for all the Command- 
‘ mentsof Gov. To walk in bis Vays and to hegp his Com- 
© mandments, which he commanded cur Fathers, as tt is in the 
‘ Text: that every Thing inDodétrine, Worfhip and Difcipline, 
be conformed unto and regulated by the Rule of the Word. 
This is the Caufe of Gop and hisPeople inNEw-ENGLAND 
‘ in the General. 
1. © Not the getting of this WorldsGood. The Caufe we are 
{peaking of, it never was, it is not now, the getting&inereafing 
of this Worlds Good. Our Saviour Curist hath com- 
manded, Seek firf? the Kingdom of Gon and the Rightecuf- 
nefs thereof, and all! other Things fhall be added, Mat. 6. 33. 
Accordingly when the Lord ftirred up the Spirits of fo shady 
of his People to come over into this WildernefS, it was not 
for worldly Wealth, or a better Livelihood here for the 
outward Man: the generality of the People that came over 
profeffed the contrary : nor had we any rationalGrounds to 
expect fuch a Thing in fuch a Wildernets as this. 
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$ For the Information of Strangers it may be convenient to 
obferve, that Plimouth and Maffachu/etts CoLontes were 
Two diftinet Governments till Ogt0b. 7. 1691 ; when K. 
Wilham & Q. Mary united them inte One by the 
Name of the Province of the Adafichu/etts Bay in 
New-EnGLAnp. 
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¢ And though Gop hath bleffed his poor People here with 
* an Addition of many earthly Comforts, and {there are that 
‘ have increafed here from {mall Beginnings to great Eftates, 
- that the Lorp may call this wholeGeneration to witnefs and 
© fay, O Generation fee the Word of the LORD, have I been 
© a Wildernefs unto you? Jer. 2. 32. O Generation fee ! 
¢ Look upon your Towns and Fields, look [upon your Habi- 
© tations and Shops and Ships, and behold your numerous 
© Pofterity, and great Increafe in the Bleffings of the Land and 
© Sea, Have | been a Wilderne/s unto you? We muft needs 
* Anfwer, No Lorn, thou haft been a gracious Gov, and 
© exceeding good unto thy Servants, ever fince we came into this 
* Wilderne/s, even in thefe earthly Bleffings, we live in a more 
© plentiful and comfortable Mdanner than ever we did expec? : But 
* thefe are but Additions, they are but additional Mercies, it 
¢ was another Thing and a better Thing that we followed the 
© Lorp into the Wildernefs for. ‘ 

¢ My Fathers and Brethren, this is never to be forgotten, 
¢ thatNew-ENGLAND is originally aPlantation of RELIGION, 
¢ not a Plantation of Trade. 

« Let Merchants and fuch as are increafing Cent per Cent 
© remember this: Let others that have come over firce at 
* feveral Times underftand this, that worldly Gain was mot 
« the End and Defign of the People of NEwENGLAnp, but 
‘ Retigion. And if any Man amongft us make Religion as 
¢ twelve, and the World as thirteen ; \et fuch an one know he 
« hath neither the Spirit of a true New-England-Man, nor yet 
© of a fincere Chriftian, &c, 

There are other remarkable Paffages which we referve for 
other Occafions. And now pafs on to the third Extraé& from 
a Sermon Preached to the General Court at Boffon, April 29. 
1668, being the Day of Election there, By the excellent Mr. 
WiLi1AM STouGHTON, then a Preacher of the Gofpel in 
Dorchefter, was three Years after chofen a Magiftrate of the 
Maffachufetts Colony ; in 1692, by K. William and Q, Mary 
made Lieut. Governour and Commander inChief of the Mas- 
SACHUSETTS Province ; and lived and died in the higheft 
Efteem among us, for Piety, Learning, Conduét, and allKinds 
of publick Virtues and Endowments. He was Son of Mr, 
I/rael Stoughton, who came to Boflon in 1633, ‘fettled at Dor- 
chefter, and in 1637, was chofen a Magiftrate of the Maffa- 
chufetts Colony. And this worthy Son was about threeYears old 
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Jirft Settlers of New-ENGLAND. 69 


avhen his Father came ; in 1650, took his rft Degree at Har- 
ward College ; and foliv’d with the primitivePlanters of Ne w- 
ENGLAND, was thirty eight Years old, when he preach’d the 
Sermon, and therein he fays as follows--- 

© This we may know, That the Lorp’s Promifes and Ex- 
‘ peétations of great Things have fingled out New-Enc- 
‘ LAND, and all Sorts and Ranks of Men among us, above 
¢ any Nation and People in the World. 

© As for fpecial Relation unto GOD ; whom hath the 
Lorn more fignally exalted then his People in this Wilder- 
nefs? The Name and Intere/# of Gop, and Covenant Rela- 
tion to Him, it hath been written upon us in Capital Letters 
from the Beginning. Gop had his Creatures in this Wil- 
dernefs before we came, and his rational Creatures too, yea 
a Multitude of them ; but asto Sens and Children that are 
Covenant-born unto Gop; Are not we the firf in fucha 
Relation? In this Refpeé we are furely theLord’s firft-born 
in this Wildernefs. Of the poor Natives before we came, 
we may fay as ‘Ifai. 63. 19. They were not called by the 
Lord’s Name, he bear not Rule over them: But we have been 
from the Beginning, and we are the Loerd’s. 
© As for Extraétion and Defcent, if we be confidered as a 
Pofterity ; O what Parents and Predeceffors may we the moft 
of us look back unto, through whofe Loins the Lorn hath 
ftretched forth the Line of his Covenant, meafuring of us 
out, and taking us in to bea peculiar Portion to himfelf ? 
© As for Reftipulations, and Engagements back again toGOD ; 
What awful publick Tranfaétions of this Kind have there 
been amongft us? Hath not the Eye of the Lorn beheld 
us laying Covenant Engagements upon our felves ? Hath not 
his Ear heard us folemnly avouching him, and him alone, to 
be our Gop and Saviour? Hiath not a great Part of the 
World been a Witnefs of thefe Things, even of our ex- 
plicit Ownings of, and Covenantings with the Lorn as our 
GOD, laying this as a Foundation-Stone in our Building ; 
and of this we may fay, It hath been a fpecial Exafpera- 
tion unto Adverfaries and Iil-willers, that defpifed New- 
EnGLawp hath laid Claim to, and publickly avouched 
and challenged a fpecial Intereft in Gop above others. 
‘ As for our Advantages and Priviledges in a Covenant-State ; 
* Here Time and Strength would fail to reckon up what we 
* have enjoyed of this Kind ; if any People in the World 
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have been lifted up to Heaven as to Advantages and Privi- 
ledges, we are the People. Name what you will under this 
‘Head, and we have had it. We have had Mofes & Aaron 
to lead us ; we have had Teachings and Inftruétions ; Line 
upon Line, and Precept upon Precept ; we have had Ordinan- 
ces and Gofpel-Difpenfations the choiceft of them ; we have 
had Peace and Plenty ; we have had AffliGtions and Chattife- 
ments in Meafure ; we have had the Hearts, and Prayers, 
and Bleffing of the Lornp’s People every where ; we have 
had the Eye and Hand of Gop watching and working every 
Way for our Good ; our Adver faries have had their Rebukes, 
we have had our Encouragements,and a Wall of Fire round 
about us. What could have been done more for us than 
hath been done ? 

¢ And then in the laft Place, As to New-ENGLAND’s 
Firft Ways ; What glorious Things might here be fpoken, 
unto the Praife of Free Grace, and to juftify the Lorn’s 
Expeétations upon this Ground? Surely Gop hath often 
{poke concerning his Churches here, as in ‘Fer. 2. 2. I re- 
member the Kindnefs of thy Youth, &c. O what were the 
open Profeflions of the Lorp’s People that firft entred this 
Wildernefs? How did our Fathers entertain the Gofpel, 
and all the pure Inftitutions thereof, and thofe Liberties 
which they brought over? What was their Communion 
and Fellowfhip in the Adminiftrations of the Kingdom of 
Jesus Curist ? What was the Pitch of their brotherly 
Love, of their Zeal for Gop and his Wavs, and againft 
Ways deftruétive of Truth and Holinefs ? What was their 
Humility, their Mortification, their Exemplarinefs? How 
much of Holine/s to the LORD was written upon all their 
Ways and Tranfactions? GOD /ifted a whole Nation that 
he might fend choice Grain over into this Wilderne/s. 

Our fourth Extraé?, reprefenting the early Power & Progre/s 
of Religionin New-EnGLAnpD by a worthy Eye-Witnefs of 
the fame, is from a/Vriting drawn by that eminently piousGen- 
tleman Mr. Rocer CLAP of Dorcheffer, and not long fince 
Printed. He came over withthe Rev. Mr. Aaverick and 
Warcham, the firft Minifters of Dorcheffer, and joined with 
them in Church Communion in 1630, when he was 21 Years 
of Age. He was a Man generally known, efteemed & honour- 
ed by thofe who were contemporary with him. In thatTowr 
he fuftained bothCivil & MilitaryOffices being Reprefentative - 
th¢ 
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theGeneralCourt,authoriz’d to join Perfons inMarriage, & Cap- 
tain of the Militia ; ’till 1665, when the General Court ap- 
pointed him Captain of the Ca/tle, in Bofton-Harbsur, the 
principal Fortrefs in NEw-ENGLAND ; which Place he held 
with great Repute ’till 1686, when the Ma/ffachufetts Colony 
Charter being taken away, and theGovernment changed by K. 

James the Il.'fome T hings were required of Him which were 
fo grievous to his pious Soul, that he voluntarily refigned his 
Command, remov’d to Boffon, affociated with the South 
Church ; and dying here on Feb.2.1690,1 5 the wittary Officers 
pay’d their laft Refpects by walking before the Corps at his 
Funeral, and the Governour and wh ale General Ajjimbly by 
walking after. 

Ww riting of owr early Times, he fays,--- 

And what a wondrous Work of Gon was it, to ftir up fuch 
¢ ib orthies to undertake fuch a difficule Work, as to remeve 
© themfelves and their Wives and Children, from their Native 
* Country, and to leave their gallant Situations there, to come 
* into this Wildernefs, to fet \ up the pure Worthip of Gop 
‘ here! Men fit for Government in the AZagi/iragy, and in 
© Families ; and found, godly, learned Men for the Afinij?r; 
¢ and others that were very precious Men and Women, who 
© came in the Year 1630. Thofe that came then were Ma- 
© GIsTRATES; Men of Renown wer e, Mr. Win throp, Go 3- 
‘ vernour, Mr. Dudley,, Deputy-Governour, Sir Richard Se. 
© tonflall, Mr. Fobnfon, Mr. Reffiter, Mr. Lr low, Mr. 
¢ and Mr. Brad/freet : Mr. Endicott came before, and dienes S 
© came then, befides thofe named. And there came famous 
¢ MINIsTeERsinthat Year, and afterwards : as to name fome ; 
© Mr. Wilfon, Mr. Warham, Mr. Marverick, and Mr. Phil- 
6 lips. In our low Eftate Gop did chear our Hearts in fend- 
‘ ing good & holy Men & Women, and alfo famous Preachers 
© of the Word of Gop ; as Mr. Eliot, Mr. Weld, — Cotton, 
‘Mr. Hosker, Mr. Bulkley, Mr. Sto me, Mr. Nathanael 
© Rogers, and Mr. Exekiel Rogers, Mr. Shepard, 1 Mather, 
¢ Mr. Peters, Mr. Davenport, Mr. Diiian: Mr. Colbect, Mr. 
© Hubbard, Mr. Brown, Mr. Fiant, Mr. Thenp/on, Mr.New- 
© man, Mr. Prudden, Mr. Norris, Mr. Fiuit, Mr. Street, and 
‘ many others. “Thus did God work wonderfully for bi is poor 
¢ People here. 

¢ Then in thofe Days did Gop manifeft his Prefence amone 
© us, in CONVERTING many Souls, in gatherinz bis dear Ones 
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92 The Religious Principles 8c. 
* into Church-Fellowfhip each with other, by folemn Cove 
* nants» wherein they gave up themfelves and their Seed to 
* the Lorn. 

And writing of the great Straits of the Primitive Settlers of 
New-EwGiann, he fays,---- 

¢ I took Notice of it, as a great Favour of Gop unto me, 
* not only to preferve my Life, but to give me Contentedne/t 
© in all thefe Straits y infomuch that Ido not remember that 
* ever I did with in my Heart that I had not come into this 
« Country, or wifh my felf back again to my Father’s Houfe : 
© Yea I was fo far from that, that I wifhed and advifed fome of 
« my dear Brethren to come hither alfo; which accordingly 
© one of my Brothers and thofe two that married my two Sifters, 
© fold their Means & came hither. The Lor pn JesusCurist 
‘ was fo plainly held out in the Preaching of the Gofpel unto 
© roor loft Sinners, and the abfolute Neceffity of the New- 
¢ BirtH, & Gon’s Hoty Spirit in thofe Days was pleafed 
* to accompany the Word with fuch Efficacy upon the Hearts 
* of many ; that our Hearts were taken off from Old- England, 
© and fet upon Heaven. TheDifcourfe, not only of the Aged, 
© but of the Youth alfo, was not, How fhall we go to England ? 
¢ (tho’ fome few did not only fo difcourfe, but alfo went back 
© again) but How fhall we go to Heaven? Have I true Grace 
© wrought in my Heart? Have I Chrift or no? O how did 
© Men and Women, young and old, pray for Grace, beg for 
‘ Chrift in thofe Days ; and it was not in vain: Many were 
‘ converted, and others eftablifbed in Believing : Many joined 
* unto the feveral Churehes where they lived, confeffing their 
* Faith publickly, and fhewing before all the Affembly their 
© Experiences of the Workings of Gop’s Spirit in theirHearts 
* to bring them to Curist : which many Hearers found very 
* muchGood by,to help them to try their own Hearts, and to 
* confider how it was with them ; whether any Work of Gon’s 
« SprR1T were wrought in their own Hearts or ho? Oh the 
‘ many Tears that have been fhed in Dorchefter Meeting- Hou/e 
* at fuch Times, both by thofe that have declared Gon’s Work 
¢ on their Souls, and alfo by thofe that heard them. In thofe 
© Days, God, even our own God, did ble/s NEw-ENGLAND. 
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at two Shillings newTenor per Quarter uncovered, and fix 
Pence more new Tenor perQuarter cover’d, feal’d& directed , 
exclufive of Poftage. Of whom may be hadall the Numbers 
from the Beginning. 











